Woolfard  is  worthy,  Bucks  Cross,  S.O.,  Devon,  January,  1910. 
The  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Rural  District  Council  of  Bideford. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  to 
you  my  Report  for  the  year  ending  December 
31st,  1909. 

The  usual  tabular  statements  of  sickness  and 
mortality  are  appended,  together  with  the  table 
required  by  the  Secretary  of  State  in  accordance 
with  Section  132  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop 
Act  1901. 

As  in  the  previous  year,  attention  has  been 
given  to  the  points  referred  to  in  the 
Memorandum  of  the  Medical  Officer  to  the 
Local  Government  Board. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  faithful  servant, 

W.  Bethune, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

Annual  Report  for  1909. 

The  Bideford  Rural  District,  comprising  14 
civil  parishes,  is  a sparsely  populated  area  of 
53,775  acres,  in  the  extreme  western  part  of 
North  Devon,  consisting  of  arable  and  pasture 
land  with  large  tracts  of  moorland. 


A long  and  rugged  coastline  forms  the 
northern  and  western  boundaries,  the  southern 
boundary  is  formed  chiefly  by  the  River 
Torridge,  a remaining  four  miles  by  the 
adjacent  portion  of  Cornwall. 

The  other  extremity  is  co-terminus  with  the 
three  districts,  Northam,  Bideford  Urban,  and 
Torrington. 

The  surface  is  everywhere  hilly  and  is 
intersected  by  deep  valleys.  The  subsoil  is 
chiefly  clay. 

Many  of  the  male  inhabitants  of  the  coast 
villages  of  Clovelly  and  Bucks  Mills  engage  in 
the  fishing  occupation  during  part  of  each 
year.  The  situation  and  natural  beauty  of 
these,  and  neighbouring  villages,  attract  a 
relatively  large  number  of  visitors  during  the 
summer  months.  Excludingthe  income  thereby 
obtained,  the  source  of  livelihood  is  mainly 
derived  from  agricultural  pursuits. 

In  the  whole  area  of  84  square  miles  there 
is  no  railway  service  ; this,  of  course,  has  an 
economic  bearing  as  it  entails  the  regular  use 
of  numerous  road  vehicles  for  the  conveyance 
of  persons  and  merchandise. 


Localities 

Parishes 

Number  of  Schools  in 

Area 

Population 

Elected 

each  parish 

in 

Census  of 

Members 

N umber 

Acres 

1881 

1891 

1901 

Hartland 

Hartland 

4 

3 

16700 

1858 

1739 

1634 

(Registration 

Clovelly 

2 

1 

3502 

783 

741 

621 

Sub-district') 

Vv  oolfardisworthy 

2 

2 

5798 

699 

660 

648 

Weicombe 

1 

1 

1751 

209 

193 

150 

Parkham 

Parkham 

2 

2 

5890 

815 

843 

797 

(Registration 

Buckland  Brewer 

2 

2 

6268 

743 

684 

645 

Sub-district) 

Monkleigh 

1 

1 

2177 

540 

429 

358 

Alwington 

1 

L 

2655 

364 

348 

316 

Putford 

East  Putford 

1 

0 

2391 

157 

139 

125 

(Registration 

Bulkworthy 

1 

1 

1451 

124 

124 

103 

Sub-district) 

Newton  St.  Petrock 

1 

1 

1853 

247 

234 

192 

Littleham 

Littleham 

1 

1 

1250 

308 

304 

302 

(Civil  P rish 

Landcross 

331 

84 

70 

58 

Abbotsham 

(Civil  Parish) 

Abbotsham 

1 

1 

175S 

469 

528 

451 

Total 

20 

17 

53775 

7400 

7036 

6400 

/■ 


JT 


General  and  Vital  Statistics 

The  Population  of  the  district  to  the  middle 
of  the  year  under  review  may  he  estimated  at 
6252  persons.  This  estimate  is  arrived  at  hy 
a calculation  of  the  number  of  inhabited  houses 
and  a consideration  of  local  factors. 

At  the  census  of  1901  the  population  was 
6400,  and  the  average  number  of  persons  per 
house  was  4-5. 

The  foregoing  table  gives  the  names  of  the 
constituent  parishes  of  the  district,  with  details 
of  the  area  and  census  population. 


for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  in  1909 
was  14'5  per  1000  of  population.  As  shown 
in  column  13  Table  I the  average  for  the  group 
of  years  1899 — 1908  is  1 2 2.  Of  the  88  deaths, 
14  occurred  in  the  March  quarter,  27  in  the 
.Tune  quarter,  19  in  the  September  quarter  and 
28  in  the  December  quarter.  The  distribution 
of  the  88  deaths  in  the  several  localities  will  be 
found  in  Table  II,  and,  according  to  age,  the 
distribution  is  as  follow  — 

(Mortality  at  various  ages) 


Births 

The  births  of  68  boys  and  82  girls  were 
registered  during  the  year,  making  a total  of 
150  as  compared  with  122  in  1908.  Calculated 
on  the  estimated  population  the  Birth-Rate  for 
the  year  was  therefore  23'9  per  tlcusand  which 
is  an  increase  upon  the  rate  for  ihe  previous 
year  when  it  was  19  06. 

As  will  be  seen  by  referring  to  Table  I,  the 
average,  for  the  ten  years  1899 — 1908,  is  the 
same  as  the  birth-rate  for  the  present  year 
viz.  239. 

The  excess  of  births  over  deaths  during  the 
year  1909  (natural  increase  of  population)  is 
62,  in  comparison  with  50  in  1908  and  70  in 
1907.  The  percentage  of  illegitimate  to  total 
births  is  4'6. 

The  birth-rate  for  England  and  Wales  in 
1909  was  25'6  per  1000  living. 

Deaths 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  82  con- 
sisting of  42  males  and  40  females.  The 
Death-Rate  from  all  causes  per  1000  of  pop- 
ulation is  therefore  13T,  which  is  slightly  in 
excess  of  that  in  1908,  when  it  was  1T25. 

Six  deaths  of  residents  outside  the  district 
are  reported  as  having  occurred  in  the  following- 
institutions 


Under  1 year  8 

Over  1 year  and  under  5 4 

Over  5 years  and  under  15  1 

Over  15  years  and  under  25  4 
Over  25  years  and  under  65  30 

Over  65  years  41 


| Under  5 years 
Over  5 years 


Total — 88 


The  diseases  which  caused  the  largest 


number  of  Deaths  are  indicated  in  the  following 
table  : — 

1908  1909 

Heart  Diseases, 

9 

15 

Pneumonia, 

3 

11 

Senile  Decay, 

11 

11 

Phthisis,  (“Consumption”), 

6 

9 

Bronchitis, 

4 

7 

Premature  Birth, 

5 

1 

On  Table  IV  will  be  seen 

the  causes 

of  and 

ages  at  death,  and  the  distribution  of  the 
number  in  the  respective  localities.  Old  age 
(Senile  Decay)  is  ascribed  as  the  cause  of  deaths 
in  eleven  out  of  the  total  of  88  deaths  or  12~l-  per 
cent.  Forty-one,  or  nearly  one  half  of  the 
deaths,  occurred  in  persons  of  65  years  and 
upwards — 9 between  65  and  70  years,  22  over 
70  years,  8 over  80,  and  2 over  90  (93  and  99 
years  respectively). 

Infantile  Mortality 


Bidefoid  Hospital — Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  3yrs 
„ „ —Kidney  Disease  75  yrs 

„ „ - — Tabes  Mesenterica  7 months 

UnionWorlihouse  Hospital — Chronic  Bronchitis  80  yrs 
Devon  County  Asylum — Phthicis  24  yrs 

StrattonCottageHospital — Suicide  33  yrs 

These  6 deaths  added  to  the  82  registered  in 
the  district  give  a nett  total  of  88,  and  a 
corrected  death-rate  of  14  0.  The  death-rate 


The  rate  of  infantile  mortality,  that  is  the 
number  of  infants  dying  under  twelve  months 
of  age,  calculated  per  1000  registered  births 
was  53'3. 

Out  of  the  88  deaths  the  actual  number  was 
8 or  9'09  per  hundred  of  the  total  number  of 
deaths  from  all  causes. 

This  is  a remarkably  low  rate  of  infantile 
mortality.  Reference  to  column  6 of  Table  I 
will  show  that  the  rate  in  1908  was  nearly 


double  that  of  the  year  tinder  review,  and  it 
will  also  be  observed  to  be  the  lowest  recorded 
during  the  ten  years  1899  to  1908.  The 
average  for  the  same  decade  is  89'9. 

In  contrast  to  5 last  year  only  one  infant’s 
death  is  recorded  as  having  been  due  to 
premature  birth.  Table  V gives  the  causes  of 
death  in  detail  for  each  month  of  age. 

The  Notification  of  Births  Act  of  1907  is  not 
in  force  within  the  district.  That  Act,  which 
is  adoptive,  provides  for  the  notification  of 
every  birth,  within  36  hours,  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  and  also  provides  for  the 
notification  of  a considerable  number  of  still 
births. 


Zymotic  Death-Rate 

The  seven  chief  epidemic  diseases  are  Small- 
pox, Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria,  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  “Fever”  (Typhus,  Enteric, 
and  Pyrexia)  and  Diarrhoea.  Out  of  this  group 
Diarrhoea  alone  was  responsible  for  a 
single  death.  This  is  equivalent  to  a zymotic 
death-rate  of  '15  per  1000  of  population,  a rate 
identical  with  that  of  last  year.  For  comparison 
the  rate  for  the  preceding  five  years  is 
subjoined, 

1904  1905  1906  1907  1908  1909 
•3  -6  1-09  -46  15  15 

Prevalence  of  Sickness  in  1909 
(a)  Notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

The  diseases  notifiable  under  the  Infectious 
Diseases  (Notification)  Act  1889  are  : — 

Small-pox,  Cholera,  Diphtheria,  Membranous 
Croup,  Erysipelas,  Scarlatina  or  Scarlet  Fever, 
and  the  Fevers  known  as  Typhus,  Typhoid  or 
Enteric,  Relapsing,  Continued,  and  Puerperal. 

Throughout  the  year  23  cases,  all  of  which 
recovered,  have  been  reported.  These  were 


Diphtheria 

10) 

Mar.J  Junei  Sep.^  Dec.i 

C 8 2 

Scarlet  Fever 

8 l 

during  1 1 3 4 

Erysipelas 

4 l 

i 2 2 

Enteric  Fever 

l 1 

23  3 8 6 6 


The  following  table  gives  the  distribution  of 
the  diseases  in  the  respective  parishes — 


Parish  Diphtheria  Scarlet  Fever  Erysipelas  Enteric 


Monkleigh  6 

Buckland  Brewer  2 
Abbotsham  1 

Clovelly  1 

Hartland  0 

Woolf  ardis  worthy  0 
Parkham  0 


Total  10 


0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

0 0 0 

14  0 

3 0 1 

4 0 0 


8 4 1 


The  number  is  in  excess  of  that  of  the  three 
previous  years,  although  less  than  in  1905,  as 
the  accompanying  table  shows — 


1905 


Scarlet  Fever  21 

Diphtheria  4 

Erysipelas  4 

Puerperal  Fever  5 

Enteric  Fever  0 

34 


1906  1907  1908  1909 
9 7 6 8 

2 5 1 10 

5 2 6 4 

3 0 10 

0 10  1 

19  15  14  23 


Table  III,  which  is  appended,  shows  the 
number  of  notified  cases  classified  according  to 
age  and  distribution  in  the  several  localities. 

Diphtheria  rose  from  one  in  1908  to  ten  in 
1909.  In  June,  six  children  attending  the 
Public  Elementary  School  at  Monkleigh  were 
certified  to  be  suffering  from  this  disease.  The 
outbreak  occurred  in  six  different  families.  In 
the  neighbouring  parish  of  Buckland  Brewer, 
two  reports  of  the  same  disease  in  two  houses 
were  received  simultaneously.  The  invaded 
houses  were  in  widely  separated  parts,  and  the 
milk  supply  was  from  various  sources.  It  is 
probable  that  a scholar,  at  Monkleigh,  whose 
sister  was  discovered  ultimately  to  be  a 
“carrier,”  had  a mild  and  unrecognised  attack 
of  the  illness  two  weeks  previous  to  the  receipt 
of  the  first  notification.  Possibly  this  may 
have  been  the  origin  of  the  outbreak  there,  as 
the  child  was  attending  school  during  a certain 
period  of  his  illness. 

The  Devon  County  Council  now  afford 
facilities  for  free  bacteriological  investigations 
of  this  and  certain  other  infectious  illnesses  ; 
and  advantage  was  taken  of  this  arrangement 
to  forward  for  examination  swabbings  from  the 
throats  of  eleven  children  suspected  of  conveying 
the  infection  in  the  throat,  although  apparently 
not  suffering  from  the  complaint.  In  three  of 
these  the  diphtheria  Bacillus  was  found. 

At  a later  period,  in  the  case  of  those  known 
to  have  been  recent  sufferers  from  the  disease, 
and  in  that  of  the  school  children  in  the 
infected  houses,  throat  specimens  (an  additional 


twenty  six)  were  again  examined.  With  one 
exception,  all  were  declared  free  before 
permission  to  resume  school  attendance  was 
granted. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  note  that  no  secondary 
cases  were  reported  from  any  of  the  invaded 
houses. 

The  remaining  two  notified  cases  of  Diphtheria 
occurred  at  Clovelly  and  Abbotsham  respec- 
tively. Those  attacked  were  visitors  to  the 
district  and  both  were  over  the  age  of  25  years. 

Scarlet  Fever — Eight  cases  in  five  families 
were  reported  during  the  year.  Without 
exception,  all  were  mild  types  of  the  disease. 
The  distribution  of  attacks  by  age  is  shown  in 
Table  III.  Six  occurred  between  5 and  15 
years,  1 between  15  and  25  years,  and  another 
in  a person  over  25  years  of  age.  Scarlet  Fever 
is  kept  active  chiefly  by  milcl  undetected  cases 
of  the  disease. 

The  four  notified  cases  of  Erysipelas  were 
mild  and  of  short  duration. 

The  single  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  mild 
and  uncomplicated.  Its  origin  could  not  be 
satisfactorily  traced. 

No  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  was  notified 
throughout  the  year. 

Midwives’  Act 

The  Devon  County  Council,  as  the  super- 
vising authority,  has  delegated  its  executive 
powers  to  the  General  Purposes  Committee. 

The  local  Medical  Officers  of  Health  act 
under  the  direction  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer,  to  whom,  as  the  responsible  officer, 
particulars  of  each  Midwife  are  sent  twice  a 
year.  I have  repeatedly  visited  the  residences 
of  the  four  midwives  registered  in  this  district, 
and  have  recently  reported  at  length  upon 
each. 


There  is  no  Isolation  Hospital  available  for 
the  reception  of  cases  of  infectious  illness 
ocourriug  within  the  district,  and,  in  the 
event  of  an  extensive  epidemio  of  a notifiable 
disease,  the  need  of  some  building,  to  which 
patients  could  be  taken,  would  be  felt  acutely, 
as  the  restricted  house  accommodation  precludes 
adequate  attention  and  treatment  being  given 
at  home. 

Usually  upon  the  date  of  the  receipt  of 
a notification,  the  house  is  visited,  and  enquiries 
are  made  by  me  as  to  recent  illness,  and  any 
members  of  the  family  who  may  have  had 


symptoms  of  the  complaint  are  examined. 
Instructions  are  given  verbally,  as  a rule, 
with  regard  to  the  precautions  which  ought 
to  be  taken  to  prevent  an  extension  of  the 
disease,  but  when  deemed  advisable,  these 
instructions  are  written.  There  can  be  no 
question  that  printed  rules  would  be  infinitely 
more  effective  in  preventing  extension  of  an 
infectious  disease  from  an  invaded  household. 
These  should  be  available  in  order  that  a copy 
could  be  left,  and  any  doubt  as  to  their 
application  in  individual  instances  explained. 

During  the  course  of  the  illness  visits  are 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 
Liquid  and  powder  disinfectants  are  freely 
supplied,  and  their  use  explained.  At  the 
termination  of  the  illness  the  room  is  fumigated 
with  formalin  vapour,  and,  when  it  is  required, 
owners  are  asked  to  strip  the  walls  and  lime 
wash  the  ceilings.  The  occupiers  are  instructed 
as  to  the  best  method  of  cleansing  the  room 
and  of  dealing  with  infected  clothing.  If 
bedding  and  similar  materials  are  too  contam- 
inated to  be  adequately  disinfected,  the  only 
alternative  is  to  burn  them  and  recompense  the 
owner.  This  course  has  not  been  found 
necessary  during  1909  or  the  previous  year. 

Inter-Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases 

At  the  suggestion  of  the  County  Medical 
Officer  of  Health,  a scheme  of  inter-notification 
of  infectious  illnesses  was  commenced  towards 
the  end  of  June,  whereby  each  week  I,  in  com- 
mon with  other  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in 
Devon,  notify  to  the  County  Medical  Officer 
the  number  of  cases  of  compulsorily  notifiable 
diseases  occurring  in  the  district,  and  of  Measles, 
Whooping  Cough,  and  any  other  prevalent  in- 
fection. The  returns,  so  received,  are  tabulated 
by  the  County  Medical  Officer  and  a copy  is 
forwarded,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  each  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  in  the  County.  The  infor- 
mation, thus  supplied,  gives  intelligence  of  the 
prevalence  of  infeotious  disease  in  adjacent  dis- 
tricts, and  is  of  the  utmost  importance  in  tracing 
the  source  of  cases. 

( b ) Non-notifiable  Infectious  Diseases 

As  in  1907  and  1908  Measles  and  Whooping 
Cough  were  conspicuous  by  their  absence  during 
the  year.  The  incidence  of  these  infections 
falls  particularly  upon  children,  and  their  pre- 
valence usually  raises  the  infantile  mortality, 


more  or  less.  A few  cases  of  Chicken-Pox 
occured  in  June.  All  seemed  to  be  trivial  in 
character.  In  the  March  quarter  Zymotic 
Diarrikea  caused  the  death  of  an  infant  at  the 
age  of  9J-  months  and  that  is  the  sole  instance 
of  death  from  the  complaint  during  1909. 

Influenza  prevailed  to  a limited  extent  only 
and  is  not  credited  with  a single  death  last  year. 

Tuberculosis  in  all  forms  caused  12  deaths. 
An  infant  died  from  Tabes  Mesenterica,  aged 
7 months,  and  two  deaths  occurred  from 
General  Tuberculosis.  The  remaining  nine 
were  certified  as  due  to  Phthisis  (“consumption” 
of  the  lungs),  thus  giving  a death-rate,  from 
this  form  of  the  disease,  of  T4  per  1000  of 
population. 

The  only  form  of  notification  of  this  disease 
in  force  within  the  district  is  the  compulsory 
notification  by  District  Poor  Law  Medical 
Officers,  and  Medical  Officers  of  Poor  Law 
Institutions,  of  oases  of  Phthisis  among  inmates 
of  Poor  Law  Institutions,  and  also  among  poor 
persons,  in  receipt  of  parish  relief,  residing  in 
private  houses.  This  is  provided  for  by  the 
Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  1908 
to  which  reference  was  made  in  my  report  of 
last  year. 

During  1909  five  cases  of  the  disease  were 
notified  in  compliance  with  the  above. 

As  there  is  no  voluntary  notification  of 
Phthisis  it  is  not  possible,  in  the  majority  of 
cases,  to  secure  disinfection  of  the  rooms  used 
by  the  patients.  In  those  cases  in  which 
notification  is  compulsory,  in  accordance  with 
the  Regulations  just  referred  to,  I have 
recommended  systematic  disinfections  as  far  as 
possible,  of  articles  used,  and  of  the  rooms 
ocoupied  by  consumptive  patients  during  their 
lifetime  as  well  as  afterwards. 

Each  of  the  cases  notified  was  visited 
personally,  and  advice  was  given  with  regard 
to  the  methods  which  should  be  adopted,  not 
only  to  get  cured  of  the  disease,  but  to  lessen 
the  risk  of  spreading  the  infection  among  other 
members  of  the  family.  Leaflets  of  instruction 
are  being  prepared  for  distribution. 

There  is  no  sanitarium  or  special  hospital  for 
the  reception  and  treatment  of  early  or 
advanced  cases  of  Phthisis. 

(c)  Other  Diseases 

Cancer  caused  six  deaths  in  1909,  a number 
identical  with  that  recorded,  as  due  to  a similar 
cause,  in  1908,  and  one  more  than  in  1907.  In 


four  the  morbid  condition  was  found  to  be 
affecting  the  alimentary  system,  in  one  the  jaw, 
and  in  one  the  breast. 

Bronchitis,  Pneumonia,  and  other  diseases  of 
the  Respiratory  Organs,  caused  21  deaths  or 
approximately  one  quarter  of  the  total  number 
registered  in  1909. 

Housing  Accommodation 

Throughout  the  year,  building  operations 
have  been  confined,  chiefly,  to  the  erection  of 
new  houses  in  place  of  dilapidated  ones,  and 
usually  on  the  same  site.  Practically  therefore, 
there  has  been  no  addition  to  the  housing 
accommodation.  Economic  conditions,  and 
questions  of  finance,  probably  account  for  the 
scarcity  of  new  dwelling  houses.  This  scarcity 
is  a factor  which  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  when 
the  number  of  members  of  a household  are  out 
of  proportion  to  the  accommodation  provided. 
It  is  quite  impossible  to  mitigate  the  evils  of 
overcrowding  until  more  and  larger  houses  are 
available.  As  an  index  of  the  demand  for 
houses  it  may  be  noted,  that  it  is  of  rare 
occurrence  to  find  a vacated  cottage  remain 
unoccupied  for  any  prolonged  period. 

In  addition  to  house  to  house  inspection  in 
several  parts  of  the  district,  I have  taken  many 
opportunities  during  the  year  to  observe  the 
sanitary  condition  of  avast  number  of  dwellings. 
The  type  and  environment  of  the  houses  at 
Abbotsham  differ,  for  the  most  part,  from  those 
in  many  other  portions  of  the  district.  The 
conditions  found  there  are  less  rural  in  charac- 
ter, and  approach  those  which  may  be  found  iu 
a small  township.  Doubtless  this  is  accounted 
for  by  its  proximity  .to  the  town  of  Bideford. 
Iu  the  more  remote  parts  the  structure  of  many 
of  the  existing  cottages  does  not  accord  with 
present-day  application  of  the  principles ' of 
sanitary  science.  A reform  greatly  to  be  de- 
sired is  the  addition  of  new,  and  the  renovation 
of  some  of  the  existing  houses,  that  is,  among 
other  things,  the  substitution  of  larger  windows 
and  higher  ceilings,  the  total  abolition  of  cobble 
floors,  and  the  provision  of,  at  least,  one  bedroom 
equipped  with  a fireplace.  The  sleeping  places 
in  the  majority  of  cottages  have  no  fireplaces. 
This  lack  is  felt  most  accutely  in  times  of  ill- 
ness, moreover,  during  cold  weather,  the  absence 
of  fireplaces  induces  many  people  to  have  re- 
course to  paraffin  oil  stoves,  the  fumes  from 
which  are  undoubtedly  injurious  in  luog,  and 
other  complaints,  more  particularly  in  the  in- 
stance of  children  and  elderly  people.  The 
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evil  is  more  potent,  of  course,  on  acoount  of  the 
neglect  to  provide  efficient  ventilation. 

With  regard  to  surroundings,  callousness  or 
ignorance  of  the  necessity  for  cleanliness  is 
largely  conducive  to  the  neglected  state  in 
which  the  yards  are  occasionally  kept. 

Recent  legislation  amends  the  law  relating  to 
the  housing  of  the  working  classes.  By  the 
Housing,  Town  Planning,  etc.  Act,  1909,  Part 
III  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act, 
1890,  takes  effect  in  rural  districts,  as  from  the 
3rd  of  December,  1909,  without  the  previous 
consent  of  the  county  council,  as  has  been  the 
case  hitherto. 

Section  44  of  the  new  Act  empowers  the 
Local  Government  Board  to  require  a local 
authority  to  revoke  bye-laws,  or  make  new  ones, 
(or  the  Board  themselves  may  do  so,  if  necessary), 
where  they  are  satisfied  that  the  erection  of 
working  class  dwellings  is  unreasonably  impeded 
by  the  building  bye-laws  in  force  within  a 
district. 

Section  50  substitutes  an  acre  for  half  an  acre 
as  the  limit  of  size  for  a cottage  garden,  and 
removes  any  limitation  in  regard  to  its  estimated 
annual  value.  The  definition  is  — “The 
expression  ‘cottage’  * * ® * * may  include  a 
garden  of  not  more  than  one  acre.” 

Water  Supply 

A number  of  the  inhabitants  of  Abbotslia  n 
have  the  privilege  of  obtaining  their  water 
supply  from  the  mains  which  pass  through  that 
parish  from  the  Melbury  reservoir,  the  property 
of  the  Northam  Urban  District. 

The  supply  at  Clovelly  is  both  abundant  and 
good.  The  source  is  from  springs  which  have 
their  outlet  on  the  sides  of  the  surrounding  hills, 
and  the  water  is  distributed  from  a small  reser- 
voir by  gravity. 

Hartland  has  a limited  public  supply  conveyed 
in  pipes  from  a reservoir.  Some  of  the  stand 
pipes,  to  which  taps  are  fixed  for  the  purpose 
of  drawing  water,  are  useless.  With  these 
exceptions,  shallow  surface  wells  form  the  chief 
source  of  supply,  and  from  the  majority  of  these 
the  water  is  raised  by  pumps.  Some  are  private, 
others  are  under  public  control.  The  character 
of  shallow  wells  renders  them  liable  to  pollution 
from  the  risk  of  surface  drainage  gaining 
entrance.  Excluding  the  more  serious  water- 
borne diseases,  it  is  apt  to  be  forgotten  that  a 
species  of  ill  health  may  originate  in  the  drink- 
ing of  contaminated  water. 

During  the  year,  I have  examined  and  reported 


upon  19  samples  of  drinking  water  submitted 
lor  analysis.  Twelve  of  these  were  found  to  be 
wholesome,  and  seven  contaminated.  There 
has  been  no  evidence  of  lead  poisoning.  It  was 
suggested  that  the  presenoe  of  lead  in  drinking 
water  might  be  the  cause  of  illness  in  a certain 
family  living  in  the  district,  but,  upon  analysis, 
I found  the  water  to  be  free  from  that  dangerous 
impurity. 


Rainfall 


The  following  is  -the  total  rainfall  recorded 
at  Hartland  and  at  Melbury  Water  Works, 
respectively,  during  1909,  and  the  two  previous 


years. 

Hartland 

1907  35  54  inches 

1908  28-83  ditto 

1909  30-72  ditto 


Melbury 
50  37  inches 
41  115  ditto 
48  050  ditto 


Milk  Supply 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  upon  the 
Register  the  names  of  eleven  cowkeepers,  one 
less  than  in  1908. 

This  figure  much  underestimates  the  actual 
number  of  milk  sellers  within  the  district.  All 
the  premises  have  been  frequently  visited  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 

The  bulk  of  the  milk  is  consumed  within  the 
district.  Five  dairymen  send  milk  to  the'town 
of  Bideford,  four  of  whom  sell  it  by  retail. 

The  model  regulations  under  the  1885  Order 
were  adopted  on  Dec.  3rd,  1907,  and  came  into 
force  on  21st  Feb.  1908. 

As  the  cows  are  grazed  out  throughout  the 
year,  the  regulation  regarding  air  space  does 
not  apply,  although,  in  some  instances,  this  is 
extremely  limited.  No  provision  has  been  made 
for  the  veterinary  inspection  of  milch  cows. 

A new  well-constructed  brick  cowshed  has 
been  erected  in  the  parish  of  Clovelly,  and 
many  minor  repairs  in  other  parts. 

Initial  faulty  construction  leaves  much  to  be 
desired  before  the  conditions,  under  which  milk 
is  supplied,  can  be  deemed  satisfactory.  The 
imperfect  walls,  roofs,  and  floors  and  the  in- 
sufficient provision  for  light  and  ventilation, 
render  absolute  cleanliness  impossible. 

With  regard  to  management,  greater  care 
should  be  exercised  in  removing  caked  manure 
from  the  flauks  of  the  cows,  and  in  cleaning  the 
udders  and  teats.  It  is  not  easy  to  get  cow- 
keepers  to  realise,  that  the  cleaning  of  cows  is 
not  only  inexpensive,  but,  on  the  contrary,  may 


become  an  actual  source  of  profit,  inasmuch  as 
it  is  perfectly  well  known  that  clean  milk  has  a 
better  flavour,  and  will  keep  a longer  period 
before  becoming  sour,  compared  with  milk 
which  is  impure. 

I would  strongly  advocate  the  adoption  of  a 
system  whereby  milk  samples  can  be  bacterio- 
logically  examined. 

Slaughter  Houses — These  premises  have 
been  visited  frequently  and  their  sanitary  con- 
dition has  been,  as  usual,  the  subject  of  report 
from  time  to  time.  They  have  always  been 
found  in  a satisfactory  state.  The  number  of 
these  places  is  ten  or  the  same  as  last  year. 
No  action  has  been  found  necessary,  during  the 
year,  under  section  117  of  the  Public  Health 
Act  1S75. 

The  Sewerage  and  Drainage  of  the  District 

By  judicious  trenching  of  the  field  in  which 
the  outfall  is  placed,  the  sewage  from  the  laun- 
dry at  Buckleigh  continues  to  be  disposed  of 
satisfactorily,  and  no  recent  complaints  have 
been  received. 

At  Clovelly  village,  the  only  place  in  the 
district  where  the  water  carriage  system  has 
been  extensively  adopted,  the  outfall  is  so 
situated  that  discharge  of  the  sewage  takes 
place  directly  into  the  sea. 

In  other  villages,  with  few  exceptions,  earth 
closets  are  in  use,  and  cesspools  receive  the 
sewage  which  consists  of  kitchen  slop  water,  in 
some  cases  the  liquid  refuse  from  stables  and 
cowsheds,  and  in  a few  instances  from  slaughter- 
houses. Cesspits  at  the  villages  of  Parkham, 
Buckland  Brewer,  Woolfardisworthy,  Buckleigh, 
and  Abbotsham,  are  periodically  emptied,  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

■Scavenging 

The  dry  refuse  at  Clovelly  is  removed  twice 
or  three  times  a week,  by  the  Council,  under 
contract,  and  deposited  upon  a ‘shoot.’  In 
Hartland,  scavenging  is  restricted  to  the  collect- 
ion of  street  sweepings,  and,  in  point  of  time, 
to  one  half  day  per  week.  In  the  town  of  Hart- 
land  and  in  the  remaining  parishes,  householders 
are  responsible  for  the  disposal  of  their  own 
house  refuse  ; when  a garden  is  available  it  can 
generally  be  got  rid  of  in  that  way.  The 
obstruction  of  the  stream  at  Bucks  Mills  aptly 
bears  upon  the  disposal  of  house  refuse.  In 
August  I reported  “it  (the  stream)  seems  to  be 
a convenient  place  in  which  to  deposit  old  boots, 


disused  tins,  broken  crockery  and  other  un- 
sightly articles.”  I would  advocate  earnestly 
the  appointment  of  a contractor,  under  terms 
analagous  to  those  prevailing  in  the  village  of 
Clovelly,  whose  duty  would  be  the  regular 
collection  of  house  refuse,  in  addition  to  seeing 
that  the  bed  of  the  stream  is  kept  free  from 
obstructions  of  the  kind  referred  to.  In  the 
summer  time  the  visitors  to  this  charmingly 
situated  little  fishing  village  are  so  numerous, 
that  everything  possible  should  be  done  to 
supplement  the  natural  attractiveness  of  the 
place. 

No  offensive  trades  are  carried  on  within 
the  district,  and  there  are  no  common  lodging 
houses. 

Schools 

There  are  seventeen  public  elementary 
1 schools  in  the  district  ; these  have  all  been 
systematically  visited  throughout  the  year,  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself. 

With  the  object  of  limiting  the  spread  of 
diphtheria  at  Monkleigh,  an  order  was  made  for 
the  closure  of  the  school  there  from  June  7th 
until  June  28th.  On  account  of  the  presence 
of  scarlet  fever  in  the  village  of  Woolfardis- 
worthy,  the  opening  of  the  school  after  the 
summer  vacation  was  deferred  for  one  week  by 
advice  of  the  Managers.  With  these  exceptions, 
there  was  no  interruption  of  school  work  on 
account  of  illness  throughout  the  year. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  work  of  enlarging 
and  improving  the  school  buildings  and  offices 
was  commenced  at  Woolfardisworthy.  The 
scheme  comprised  the  erection  of  a new  classroom 
and  cloakroom,  and  an  extension  of  the  present 
school  building.  In  addition  to  improvements  in 
ventilation,  lighting  Ac.,  and  the  provision  of 
fixed  wash-hand  basins, new  and  improved  closets, 
with  water  flushing  arrangements,  and  a modern 
system  of  drainage  are  being  installed. 

Great  improvements  in  the  drainage  system 
have  been  executed  at  the  Council  School  in 
the  village  of  Parkham.  The  closet  flushing 
arrangements  were  renovated,  and  new  drains, 
provided  with  inspection  and  disconnection 
chambers,  were  laid.  The  well,  from  which 
drinking  water  is  obtained  was  repaired,  and 
means  were  adopted  to  eliminate  as  far  as 
possible,  the  access  of  contaminated  surface 
water. 

The  school  buildings  at  Monkleigh  were 
disinfected,  cleaned,  and  the  walls  colour 


washed  previous  to  re-opening  after  closure  on 
account  of  the  outbreak  of  diphtheria  previously 
referred  to. 

The  interior  of  the  Council  School  at  Clovelly 
was  re-painted,  and  re-coloured,  and  the 
objectionable  condition  of  the  urinal,  to  which 
I drew  the  attention  of  the  Managers  in 
February,  has  been  remedied  by  substituting  a 
a slate  slab  for  absorbent  bricks. 

Seven  schools  have  a satisfactory  water 
carriage  system  installed,  namely,  Clovelly, 
W'elcombe,  Littleham,  one  of  the  two  in  Park- 
ham,  and  the  three  schools  in  Hartland  parish. 
In  the  remainder,  the  pail  system  is  in  vogue, 
and  upon  the  occasion  of  every  visit  the 
cleaning  has  been  found  to  have  been  carried  out 
in  an  efficient  manner,  -with  the  exception  of  St. 
Anne’s  school,  Woolfardisworthy.  Attention 
has  been  called  to  the  insanitary  condition  of 
the  boys’  closets  there.  Immediately  under  the 
closet  seats  is  a privy  receptacle  which  it  is 
impossible  to  keep  in  a manner  free  from 
objection.  Into  this  are  emptied  the  contents 
of  the  buckets  from  the  girls’  closets,  and 
this  emptying  has  been  accomplished  through 
the  seat  opening.  An  improvement  in  the 
drainage  in  the  village  school  at  Buckland 
Brewer  is  foreshadowed. 

Medical  Inspection  of  School  Children 

This  district  is  included  in  the  Barnstaple 
portion,  which  is  the  northern  of  the  three 
areas  into  which  the  County  has  been  divided 
for  the  purpose  of  the  medical  inspection  of 
school  children  required  by  the  Education 
''Administrative  Provisions)  Act  1907. 


In  each  of  the  three  divisions  a Medical 
Inspector  has  been  appointed  to  act  under  the 
supervision  of  the  County  Medical  Officer,  who 
was  appointed  School  Medical  Officer,  and 
particulars  of  the  work  are  presented  monthly 
to  the  Education  Authority,  that  is,  the 
Education  Committee  of  the  Devon  County 
Council. 

Factories  and  Workshops 

In  the  whole  area,  there  are  no  factories, 
workshops,  or  workplaces  of  any  considerable 
size.  In  the  majority,  not  more  than  one  or 
two  persons  are  engaged  in  the  work.  The 
largest  establishment  in  the  District  is  a power 
laundry,  at  which  about  30  females  and  3 males 
are  employed. 

The  factories  number  16,  this  number  in- 
cluding the  laundry  above  referred  to.  Of  the 
remaining  15,  one  is  a sawmill,  one  a letterpress 
printing  works,  and  thirteen  grist,  corn,  or  flour 
mills.  In  these  mills,  the  power  used  is  water, 
the  grinding  being  accomplished  through  the 
aid  of  the  familiar  water-wheel.  The  work 
carried  on  in  these  places  is  now  extremely 
limited  and  irregular,  but  is  sufficient  to  meet 
the  local  requirements.  There  are  ten 
workshops,  two  of  which  are  retail  bake-houses. 
The  others  comprise  one  tailor’s  workshop  and 
the  premises  of  wheelwrights  and  blacksmiths. 
Neither  of  the  bakehouses  is  underground. 
All  have  been  frequently  inspected,  and,  upon 
the  occasion  of  every  visit,  have  been  found  to 
be  in  a satisfactory  condition.  Section  22  of 
the  Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890,  is  not 
in  force  within  the  District. 
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Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1909  and  previous  Years. 
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Rates  in  Columns  4 and  8 should  be  calculated  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  gross  population.  In  districts  in  which  large 
public  institutions  seriously  affect  the  statistics,  the  rates  in  Column  13  may  be  calculated  on  a nett  population,  obtained  by 
deducting  from  the  estimated  gross  population  the  average  number  of  inmates  not  belonging  to  the -district  in  such 
institutions. 


Note.— The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  7 of  this  Table  are  the  whole  of  those  registered  during  the  year  as  having  actually 
occurred  within  the  district  or  division.  The  deaths  to  be  included  in  Column  12  are  the  number  in  Column  7,  corrected  by  the 
subtraction  of  the  number  in  Column  10  and  the  addition  of  the  number  in  Column  11. 


By  the  term  “ Non-residents  ” is  meaut  persons  brought  into  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  and  dying  in  public 
institutions  there ; and  by  the  term  “ Residents  ” is  meant  persons  who  have  been  taken  out  of  the  district  on  account  of  sickness  or 
infirmity,  and  have  died  in  public  institutions  elsewhere. 


The  “Public  institutions”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables  are  those  into  which  persons  are  habitually 
received  on  account  of  sickness  or  infirmity,  such  as  hospitals,  workhouses  and  lunatic  asylums.  A list  of  the  Institutions  in  respect 
of  the  deaths  in  which  corrections  have  been  made  should  be  given  on  the  back  of  this  Table. 
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TABLE  III.  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  during  the  Year  1909. 
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TABLE  IV. 


IV, 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  Year  1909. 


Name  of  Districts  '^XcIaAq^joL/  "/L  XJ-iAxils 


(See'  Notes  at  Back.) 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “Residents”  whether 

OCCURRING  IN  OR  BEYOND  THE  DISTRICT. 

Deaths  at  all  ages  of  “Residents’ 
to  Localities,  whether  occurring  in 
the  District. 

BELONGING 

OR  BEYOND 

Total 

Deaths 

WHETHER  OF 

‘ Residents  ” 

Causes  of  Death. 

All 

ages. 

Under 

1 year. 

1 and 
under 

5. 

5 and 
under 
15. 

15  and 
under 
25. 

25  and 
under 
65. 

65  and 
up- 
wards. 

/ 

,4 

/ 

/ 

or  “ Non- 
Residents  ” 
in  Public 
Institutions 

IN  THE 

District. 
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'J 
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10 

ii 
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pox  

1 
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Scarlet  fever  ... 
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Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  croup) 

Croup 



'Typhus 

Fever' 

Enteric 

'Other  continued 

Epidemic  influenza 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea.  {See  notes  at 
back.) 

/ 

/ 

1 

Enteritis.  ( See  notes  at 
back.) 

/ 

/ 

1 

Gastritis.  {See  notes  at 
back.) 

Puerperal  fever.  {See 
notes  at  back.) 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis,  (Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis). 

Other  tuberculous  di- 
seases. 
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Cancer,  malignant  di- 
sease. {See  notes  at 
back.) 
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Bronchitis 
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5 
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Other  diseases  of  Res- 
piratory organs. 
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Cirrhosis  of  liver  ) 
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Premature  birth 
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Diseases  and  accidents 
of  parturition 

Heart  diseases... 
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NOTES  TO  TABLES  IV.  AND  V. 


(«)  In  Table  IV.,  all  deaths  of  “ Residents  ” occurring  in  public  institutions,  whether  within  or 
without  the  district,  are  to  be  included  with  the  other  deaths  in  the  columns  for  the  several  age 
groups  (columns  2-8).  They  are  also,  in  columns  9-15,  to  be  included  among  the  deaths  in 
their  respective  “Localities”  according  to  the  previous  addresses  of  the  deceased  as  given  by 
the  Registrars.  Deaths  of  “ Non-residents  ” occurring  in  public  institutions  in  the  district 
are  in  like  manner  to  be  excluded  from  columns  2-8  and  9-15  of  Table  IV. 

(b)  See  notes  on  Table  I.  as  to  the  meaning  of  “ Residents  ” and  “ Non-residents,”  and  as  to  the 
“Public  Institutions”  to  be  taken  into  account  for  the  purposes  of  these  Tables.  The 
“Localities”  in  Table  IV.  should  be  the  same  as  those  in  Tables  II.  and  III. 

(r)  All  deaths  occurring  in  public  institutions  situated  within  the  district,  whether  of  “ Residents  ” or 
of  “ Non-residents,”  are,  in  addition  to  being  dealt  with  as  in  note  (a),  to  be  entered  in  the 
last  column  of  Table  IV.  The  total  number  in  this  column  should  equal  the  figures  for  the 
year  in  column  9,  Table  I. 

(d)  The  total  deaths  in  the  several  “Localities”  in  columns  9-15  of  Table  IV.  should  equal  those  for 

the  year  in  the  same  localities  in  Table  II,  sub-columns  c.  The  total  deaths  at  all  ages  in 
column  2 of  Table  IV.  should  equal  the  gross  total  of  columns  9-15,  and  the  figures  for  the  year 
in  column  12  of  Table  I. 

(e)  Under  the  heading  of  “ Diarrhoea  ” are  to  be  included  deaths  registered  as  due  to  Epidemic 

diarrhoea,  Epidemic  enteritis,  Infective  enteritis,  Zymotic  enteritis,  Summer  diarrhoea, 
Dysentery  and  Dysenteric  diarrhoea,  Choleraic  diarrhoea,  Cholera  (other  than  Asiatic  or 
epidemic),  and  Cholera  Nostras. 

Deaths  from  diarrhoea  secondary  to  some  other  w'ell-defined  disease  should  be  included  under 
the  latter. 

Deaths  from  Enteritis,  Muco-Enteritis,  Gastro- Enteritis,  and  Gastritis  (see  under  the  heading 
Diarrhoeal  Diseases  in  Table  V.)  in  Tables  IV.  and  V.  should  be  placed  immediately  below, 
but  separately  from,  those  enumerated  under  the  heading  Diarrhoea  as  defined  by  enumeration 
above.  This  is  particularly  important  for  deaths  under  one  year  of  age,  as  many  of  the  deaths 
in  infancy  returned  as  due  to  Enteritis  are  really  caused  by  Epidemic  Diarrhoea.  In  the  course 
of  years,  by  the  adoption  of  this  recommendation,  it  will  be  practicable  to  ascertain  the 
probable  amount  of  transfer  between  these  different  headings. 

(/)  Under  the  headings  of  “ Cancer  ” and  “ Puerperal  fever  ” should  be  included  all  registered  deaths 
from  causes  comprised  w'ithin  these  general  terms.  Thus:  Under  “Cancer”  should  be 
included  deaths  from  Cancer,  Carcinoma,  Malignant  disease,  Scirrhus,  Epithelioma,  Sarcoma, 
Villous  tumour,  and  Papilloma  of  bladder,  Rodent  ulcer.  Under  “ Puerperal  Fever  ” are 
to  be  included  deaths  from  Pyaemia,  Septicaemia,  Sapraetnia,  Pelvic  peritonitis,  Peri-  and 
Endo-Metritis  occurring  in  the  Puerperium. 

( g ) Under  “Congenital  Defects”  in  Table  V.  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Atelectasis,  Icterus 

neonatorum,  Navel  haemorrhage,  Malformations  and  Congenital  hydrocephalus. 

( h ) Under  “Tuberculous  Meningitis”  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Acute  hydrocephalus. 

(i)  Under  “Other  Tuberculous  Diseases”  are  to  be  included  deaths  from  Tuberculosis, 

Tuberculosis  of  bones,  joints  and  other  organs,  Lupus  and  Scrofula. 

(/)  All  deaths  certified  by  registered  Medical  Practitioners  and  all  Inquest  cases  are  to  be  classed 
as  “ Certified  ” ; all  other  deaths  are  to  be  regarded  as  “ Uncertified.” 


In  recording  the  facts  under  the  various  headings  of  Tables  I.,  II.,  III.,  IV.  and  V.,  attention 
has  been  given  to  the  notes  on  the  Tables. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Table  V. 
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Btrr&mjhr. 

District . 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  TIE  YEAR  1909. 

Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year  of  Age. 

(See  Notes  at  back  of  Table  IV.) 


CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 
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Total 

Deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 


All  ( Certified 
Causes.  Uncertified  ... 
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i.  Common 
Infectious  \ 
Diseases. 


Small-pox 
Chicken-pox 
Measles 
Scarlet  Fever 


ii.  Diarrhoeal 


Diphtheria  (including 
Membranous  Croup) 

Whooping  Cough 
l Diarrhoea,  all  forms 


Diseases.  J Enteritis,  Muco-enteritis,  ) 

itis  | 


( See  Notes  to 
Table  IV.  J 


iii.  Wasting 
Diseases. 


Gastro-enteritis 

Gastritis,  Gastro- 
intestinal Catarrh 

/Premature  Birth 

Congenital  Defects 

(See  Notes  to  Table  IV.) 
Injury  at  Birth  ... 

Want  of  Breast-milk,  \ 

Starvation  j 

Atrophy,  Debility,  ) 

v Marasmus  j 

/Tuberculous  Meningitis  ... 

, (See  Notes  to  Table  IV.) 

Tuberculous  Peritonitis  : 1 
iv.  Tuberculous/  Tabes  Mesenterica  j 


Diseases. 


v.  Other 
Causes. 


i Other  Tuberculous  ) 

Diseases  j 
( See  Notes  to  Table  IV.) 

Erysipelas 

Syphilis 

Rickets 

Meningitis  ( not  Tuberculous) 
Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 
Suffocation,  overlying 
Other  causes 


l 

3L 

I 


3 


I 


1 


I 


District  (or  iu iiaiun)  of 


f legitimate  133 

Births  m the  year  •< 

(.  illegitimate 


Deaths  in  the  year  of  - 


Population.  / _ ~ 

Estimated  to  middle  of  1909  l)o(Do<  . 

legitimate  infants 


Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages 8 % . 


illegitimate  infants  SL  , 


M 193a- 


[65]  Wt.  13997-9U.  12,000.  8/09.  W.H.S.  & S.,  N.  Sob.  30e. 


r 


■» 


Form  572. 

Sept,  1909. 


This  Table  is  enclosed,  by  request  of  the  Secretary  of  State,  for  the  guidance  and  convenience  of 

Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  preparing  that  part  of  their  Annual  Report  which  relates  to  factories, 

workshops,  workplaces  and  home  work.  It  is  not  intended  to  supersede  the  fuller  statement  which  is 

desirable  in  the  text  of  the  Report,  but  to  provide  for  uniformity  in  the  presentation  of  such 

particulars  as  lend  themselves  to  statistical  treatment. 

Further  copies  can  be  supplied  on  application  to  the  Chief  Inspector  of  Factories,  Home  Office, 

London,  S.W. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  year  1909, 

Borough.  for  the*  "ficazycc/ of  y>lcCu<yucL 

County  Borough,  . / 

UrbanSDistrict,  on  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

Rural  District. 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS.  WORKPLACES  AND  HOMEWORK. 


1.— INSPECTION  OF  FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS  AND  WORKPLACES. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Number  of 

Premises. 

(1) 

Inspections. 

(2) 

Written  Notices. 

(3) 

Prosecutions. 

(4) 

Factories 

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

<2*5 

yO^d-n/i^. 

Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

3 O 

yyim/L.. 

Workplaces  

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises  included  in 
Part  3 of  this  Report) 

Total  

55 

* Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public 
Health  Acts. 

t For  districts  not  in  London,  state  here  whether  section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment  Act,  1890,  has  been 
adopted  by  the  District  Council;  and  if  so  what  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability  of  sanitary  accommodation 
for  persons  employed  in  factories  and  workshops  has  been  enforced. 

( 1751).  Wt. 2 1,055 — 61.  12,000.  11/08.  A.&  E.W. 

(15,700).  „ 19,132—37.  12.000.  10/09. 


2 


3.— HO 


OUTWORKERS’  LISTS,  SECTION  107. 


NATURE  OF  WORK.* 


Sending  twice  in  the  year. 


Lists  received  from  Employers 

Sending  once  in  the  year. 


Addresses  of  Outworkers.  8 


Outworkers,  f 


Notices  se  ed 
on  Occupii  :Bi 
to  keepin  oi 
sending  1 s. 


(1) 


Wearing  Apparel — 

(1)  making,  &c.  ... 

(2)  cleaning  and  washing 
Lace,  lace  curtains  and  nets 
Artificial  flowers 

Nets,  other  than  wire  nets 

Tents 

Sacks 

Furniture  and  upholstery 
Fur  pulling 
Feather  sorting... 

Umbrellas,  &c. 

Carding,  &c.,  of  buttons,  &c. 
Paper  bags  and  boxes... 
Basket  making. . . 

Brush  making  ... 

Racquet  and  tennis  balls 
Stuffed  toys 
File  making 
Electro-plate  ... 

Cables  and  chains 
Anchors  and  grapnels  . . . 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches  and  keys 
Pea  picking 

Total.  . . 


* If  an  occupier  gives  out  work  of  more  than  one  of  the  classes  specified  in  column  1,  and  subdivides  his  list  in  such  a way  as  to  show  lm 
principal  class  only,  but  the  outworkers  should  be  assigned  in  columns  3 and  4 (or  6 and  7)  into  their  respective  classes.  A footnote  should  «ai 
t The  figures  required  in  columns  2,  3 and  4 are  the  total  number  of  the  lists  received  from  those  employers  who  comply  strictly  with  the  it 
be  even  numbers,  as  there  will  be  two  lists  for  each  employer — in  some  previous  returns  odd  numbers  have  been  inserted.  The  figures  in 
and  August  lists  of  the  same  employer  the  same  outworker’s  name  will  often  be  repeated. 

§ In  view  of  the  wide  discrepancies  found  to  exist  between  the  totals  in  the  two  columns  when  the  returns  are  added  together,  it  is  des  it 
to  other  Councils  during  the  year  covered  by  the  report. 


4.  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 
(1) 


Number. 


(2) 


'~/<3  oty/is/^o 


S - 


3l 


o 


Total. number  of  workshops  on  Register 


I 

l 

A- 


I 0 


L t 


Note. — The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901  (s.  132),  requires  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  his  Annual  Report  to  the  District  Cou 
much  of  it  as  deals  with  this  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  (Home  Office):  If  the  Annual  Report  is  presented  otherwise  than  in  print, 
or  homework.  The  duties  of  Local  Authorities  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Act  of  1901  are  detailed  in  the  Home  Office  M< 
and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  October,  1906. 


k 


1 


3 


TVORk. 


OUTWORK  IN  UNWHOLESOME 
PREMISES,  SECTION  108. 

OUTWORK  IN  INFECTED 
PREMISES,  SECTIONS  109,  110. 

Prosecutions. 

Inspections 

of 

Orders 
made 
(S.  110). 

Prosecutions 

(Sections 

109,  110). 

s 

Failing  to 
keep  or  permit 
inspection 
of  lists. 

Failing 
to  send 
lists. 

Outworkers’ 

premises. 

Instances. 

Notices 

served. 

Prosecutions. 

Instances. 

(11) 

(12) 

(13) 

(14) 

(15) 

(16) 

(17) 

(18) 

(19) 

' 

I 

j 

! 

« 

i number  of  workers  in  each  class  of  work,  the  list  should  be  included  among  those  in  column  2 (or  5 as  the  case  may  be)  against  the 
added  to  show  that  this  has  been  done. 

.tutory  duty  of  sending  two  lists  each  year  and  of  the  entries  of  names  of  outworkers  in  those  lists.  The  entries  in  column  2 must  necessarily 
mns  3 and  4 will  usually  be  (approximately)  double  of  the  number  of  individual  outworkers  whose  names  are  given,  since  in  the  February 

that  care  may  be  taken  to  give  exact  figures.  Only  those  addresses  should  be  counted  which  have  actually  been  received  from  or  forwarded 


5.  OTHER  MATTERS. 


Class  Number. 

(1)  (2) 


Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  133) 


j'Notified  by  H.M.  Inspector 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred  by  H.M.  Inspector 
as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts,  but-! 
not  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

^Reports  (of  action  taken)  sent  to  H.M.  Inspector 


Other  ... 


Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  101)  • — 
Certificates  granted  during  the  year 


In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 


• • i y)r0~yz/<L^ . 


/c5 ^ 


1910. 


(Signature) 


Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


1 to  report  specifically  on  the  administration  of  that  Act  in  workshops  and  workplaces,  and  to  send  a copy  of  his  Annual  Report,  or  so 
is  unnecessary  to  include  in  the  copy  sent  to  the  Home  Office  the  portions  which  do  not  relate  to  factories,  workshops,  workplaces 
randum  of  December,  1904.  A further  Memorandum,  on  the  Home  Work  Provisions  of  the  Factory  Act,  was  issued  to  all  District  Councils 


' 


' 


- 


